Personal Environmental Impact Statements

INTRODUCTION:

Thez purpase of this acsignmwent is to hiove cach studes carcfully
amsiss her impact on the eovirenment and deerisne if there are
approposie and desirbls actions o ameborale these impacis
The usderlying priscipls of this assignment is that we all have
lifisstyles which often adversely impact on the environment and
nstieral resouress, el that many of ihes: dnpacss can be lessen
i we are awane af alternatives and are willing to make smail,
bt cubstantive chamges in our Bives. One of the gosls of dkis
Assigninent & w0 provide a mechanssm by which sludentscan
sz their impact o ihe envirommens.  As this assignment is
campleted, it 12 beped that mme of the nocessary lifestyle
nlterations will be implemesicd. Anollier important aspoct af
this sssignment is g pain fins-kand experience with ““emviron-
mezial decison” making wals ssch as costbenclll anahsis and
lhe Envirpemendal [mgac Stitemend as required by the NEPA
of 1970 This expersence will include, but is not limited 10 {1
@ isddersiznding of ibe MEPA process, {2) appreciation of the
infoematian foand in il EIS, {3) the potentisl role the public
and pesocialed agencies mav play in (he NEPA process, and (43
an appretiation of the regulsiony process with iis costs and
bepafits

FORMAT:

The Rann af tke Personal Emvironmentz] Impact  Stitement

(PEIS} i5 10 follow as closcly as possible the formai of ihe EIS

semens oficn prepared by indosiry asd pevernment under the

prowvissans of ke Natiomal Emvrenmental Policy Act (NEPA) of

15970 Copies of this docuiment wall be distribaiod and discussed

in class, The FEIS will conigin the following sections wifh

headings:

®  Title Page: On a separate shoet vou should provide:
the title== The Fersomal Exviranmental Impact
Stmtement of |Your Mame]. Submitted to: Dr. Carl It
Prat in Partial Fulfillment of Requiremests far Human
Ecobagy Core 050, Date [Give Date]. Submitied by:
[¥oiwr Mame|
®  Deseription of the Proposed Action: In this seciion

vou describe how vou will complete vanr analysis
What aspects of your Lifkstyle are you AOINg o
coemiine? Will yom emamine the lifesvie limied o
living 18 a CHR dormiteny Living off campus? Living
&l home? Are vou going to mchode yoar aciiviny on the
Job? Will you discuss (e envirnnmental impact daring
the: sumemer when you live ot home with vour fumily?
Will yeu include the schions of vour family? How will
vem collect data? Wil vou keep track of 1he Ao of
pper products weed dusing som tinss frame? Keep a
log of the approximate smoan of water usad per wigk?
Mumber of miles travelled by car, bus, tmin, e The
amoom of eleciricity wsed?

Existing Environmental Conditions and Antlcipaed
Environmental Impracts: In this pant of the PEIS vou
shoubd catalog ke environmentsl ispacts that resali
[roms your Hifestyle, Inchade bere any datn vom have
pathered. The el efficiend way 10 approsch this
section may e 0o Bt {nith o bred explanation) each of
the actins and their impacts you considered
Mitigution of Adverse Impacts: Here | want you 1o
evabunte the impacts elucadated in the previous secisans
and determdee which anes, if ;my vow could eliminate
ar kasin. Be readistic, propose changes in lifestyle that
ane “'do-able’”, things you could lrve with and setinlly
da without major effor. For example; purchase
products with bes packaging masenial and Mercky
vedisce vour inpul 1o bnddills, or take shorer showers
b edece waser nse and enengy coignmeplion. Such
seemingly small behaveor changes can result m larpe
energy and resource savimps Be creative! Think about
what you do, hoew von do it amd what vou might éa

i Merentiv|

Adverse Envirommental Inmpacts Which Canmut be
Avaided: We all need to maks choies bud no marser
sy environmentally coneclous we are there are peing
1o e megative impacts o oar lifestyies ohich casnel oo
will not b chanped. In this sectios vou are ta
determine ihese unavaidable impacts. What ars ihey!
Hen: severe do you think they are? In your estimatsoi,
are ihese unavaidable impacts comman 1o thers ar
mnique o voa? Whe are they unvoidable? Econamie?
Laws? Government impediments? Peer prressures?
Pusiitive ur Growth Indwcing Aspects of the
Proposed Actions: This scctios should comtnin an
evalmtion of savings thal will cooar if and when your
proposed changes are implemented, How musch
gasoling will voie sve? How many trecs will be spared?
How much cnergy saved? Wikat kinds of natural
resinirces might e eanserved or sred? How muoch
less solid waste procuced? What wouild kagpen i you
changes were adopled by your classmates, family oo
friends™ {Keep in mind the multiplicative impxs of
many people adopuing comservation stmbegies and how
ang conservalian elforl or adivity may influence
Enother.)

Alternatives to the Praposed Actiom: All environ-
mental impact sEemems ane nequired by law o
comtain & selion which discusses allersates t the
propesed action amd their likely comsequences, The
allernatives im this case mdght be only partial
ingplemseniation of your proposal, wide spread
tigplensemtation, trial iplementation. Cine ablieraive
thal e, by Baw, ke inclided in all E15 documents is
that of mo sction. and the consequences of Do action.




®  Bibliography and Sources: As is ibe case with all
writing, if yom wse odher people’s ideas ar thonghts vou
mast give them credit and provide a reference (o the
resader.

BASIC MECHANICS:

The PEIS must be typed using standard s dich margins, The
st hesdings cescribed above should be lised in the paper.
The length will be depcrmined by the dhoroughness  and
thoughtfulness of the arailyss. Stodents are required 10 prepan:
n teagh draft for feview. The Drafi PEIS papers will be
revhewied by e ingtrucior and the class a2 a simulation of the
public review amd comment w0 which EIS docmmenis anc
subgect The final FEIS choubd reflsct amy commesis oe Sageests
providedduring ihe comment peniad.  Due date for the Draft
and Final Versions of the PEIS will be announced o lecire, &
copy of tho dradft and fsal versions nust be submitied 31 the
emdl af the wmesier,

Thes nssipnment i vidued a8 3%% of the sotl grade For the
course and should therefore demonsimie commensarate clfory
amd 1me. | expect thal you will work dibigendly oo this
assignment and it diligence wall be apparent i the final
product. The grade Ffor the paper will be based upan fhe
Totlowing criterin:

1 Comiene {55%). Dees the stadens demonstmale an uzklerstand -
ing of the subgect maserial? Is s material presested in g
comprehinsable Bshion’ How misch learning ook place? Is the
paper well wmitien® Does ot Oow well? Is 0 evidess (hat
thmnsghtfisl of the assips took place? IF meacivan
of opinion is included, is i logically developod amd supgparied
witly data?!

1 Style and format (15%). s the appropriage informastion
present and in proper fermat? Does the paper demonstraie am
iniegration of topics?

3. Gramnzw and spelling (20%). Did the sudest pocuracely
procdread the paper? Are there numerous spelling orrocs” [5
SN SUacture appropriale?

4. Mechamics (10%), Ddd the stedent subeiit the project on
L Dtid the studesi paniicipaie in ibe public review of the
documents” Were comments subsiasdive’! '

DATESMEADLINES:
® Dt PELS dee on date as assgned i lectore, bal

Lt dlate i aqprovimsiely S

®  Fimal PEIS amd U original deufl versions are duc
RS e recll thal the Minal FEIS mist be
typed

D fo the wnique aspoct of this assignmeni, 0 s lkely i
vous wall bhave many qeestions. Be sure 1o ask i vou are ussure
how 0 procecd with any aspect of the project 1f completed in
conceined and dilipent manner this ssignment o be very
zseind

Createl "-r:‘ L Carl Pkt
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